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Student leaders: Vote yes for Rec Center
By Louie Vera
Sports Editor
The Division of Student
Affairs has kicked off the campaign for a referendum on a stu-

dent-financed wellness, recreational and fitness center.
Standing before a crowd of
more than 50 students outside
the gazebos on Wednesday, SGA
President Ed Camarillo and other

student leaders showed photos of
the recreation center at Texas
A&M-Commerce, informed students of the benefits a recreational center could bring to the
UTB/TSC community, then

urged students to vote in favor of
the complex.
"You all are going to say yes to
'I want a recreation center,'"
Camarillo said. "On March 1, 2
and 3, the state will be watching
what you do, they want to know
if the students really truly value
something, Yes or No? I hope
that answer is yes, because
they're going to watch you and
what you will do. You're going to
begin something that this university has been waiting for its
entire existence. You're going to
bring in a wellness, recreation
and fitness complex."
Most of the students at the
kickoff were in favor of a rec
center on campus.
"It's great; I think it's going to
be a great project for all the students," said Jose Ricalday, a
sophomore computer science
major. "We need it. I live at the
dorms and I find myself playing
soccer in the basketball court."
Sophomore English major
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Fund-raising Task
Force sets $300M
endowment goal
$300 million. That's
the goal the Friends
and Fund-Raising Task
Force has set for
UTB/TSC's endowment for the year
2020.
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Would you vote to reelect President Bush?
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No sun, but lots of fun
during Welcome Week

See ‘Rec,’ Page 2

Enrollment at a
record 11,000
SONIA MEJIA/COLLEGIAN

Senior business major Alex Salinas explains why a recreational facility is necessary to a group
of students gathered at the Gazebos on Wednesday.

The regents are coming! The regents are coming!
By Sonia Mejia
Collegian Editor
The University of Texas
System board of regents will
visit the UTB/TSC campus Feb.
3-4 to conduct business meetings.
"They like to visit all the campuses that they help to regulate
and provide funding for," said
William Strong, UTB/TSC vice
president for Institutional
Advancement. "They have a
great interest in seeing the property and seeing what we are
doing."

The board last visited the campus in Fall 1997 and now, with
about a week before their visit,
"tremendous" and elaborate
preparation is under way.
"The greatest thing that we're
preparing for would be the
evening that the regents are
here," Strong said. "We will
have a large dinner at the Jacob
Brown Auditorium for about
600 people--the regents, presidents of other universities, local
dignitaries and guests."
Strong said he sees the dinner
See ‘Regents,’ Page 12
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Signage was installed just in
time for the regents’ visit.

Office of News &
Information
Preliminary figures at
UTB/TSC show a record
number of students enrolled at
the institution-11,003.
This is an almost 10 percent
increase over enrollment last
spring. The increase surpasses
last fall's enrollment, which
was 10,604, and university
officials say it is unusual for
spring enrollment to outpace
the fall.
"Enrollment during the
spring is normally down, but
this spring we have a significant increase," said Linda
Fossen, associate vice president for
See ‘Enrollment,’ Page 5
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Students make a
difference as volunteers
After only three days
as volunteers, eight students already are making a difference at the
UTB/TSC Center for
Civic Engagement.
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Juan Carlos Sanchez told The
Collegian how important it was to have
a facility of that stature on campus.
"I think that it is very important for
our university to have that type of
building," Sanchez said. "It is very true
what they said. Basically we do need a
well-equipped place, and also we need
a place to hang out."
With the referendum set for early
next month, Camarillo and the rest of
the "Rec-ing Crew"-as the group of student leaders backing the proposal call
themselves--have several tactics to get
students to vote.
"I don't want to give too much of it
away, but a lot of it is targeting [students] one on one," Camarillo said.
"Solid presentations will be a key to
what we do. Faculty and staff will play
a huge, huge role in what and how the
student population feels about a lot of
these subjects. We are going to make
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Freshman Jerry Davila fills out a
survey on recreational facilities.
sure to talk to everybody!"
Although only UTB/TSC students
can cast votes in the referendum,
Camarillo said students still in high
school also would be targeted.
"We are going to spark interest out-
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side of UTB/TSC," he said. "We are
going to target some high schools,"
Camarillo said. "We are going to tell
them what we need and what they will
need. Ultimately, they will be on campus one day and they are going to see
something and participate."
If the students pass the referendum
and the Texas Legislature approves it,
construction would be completed by
early 2007, university officials have
said. The construction cost is estimated
at $9 million. The cost to students
would be between $75 and $79 a
semester, with the fee being implemented in Fall 2005. The recreation
center could include a state-of-the-art
swimming pool, indoor track, basketball courts, tennis courts and weight
room. It would be open to students, faculty, staff and alumni.
Voting on the referendum will take
place March 1-3. Booths will be at
Tandy, North and South halls and in the
Student Union. All UTB/TSC students
are eligible to vote.

Project C.I.E.L.O. will sponsor
Learning Style Workshops from
noon to 1 p.m. and 3 to 4 p.m. Tuesday
and Wednesday in Tandy Hall 114.
Admission is free. For more information, call 544-8292.
The Hard Targets Paintball Club
will meet at noon Wednesday in the
Student Union's Gardenia room. For
more information, send an e-mail to
smartinez2@utb.edu
Brenda Nettles Riojas, director of
relations for the Diocese of
Brownsville, will sign her new book,
"A Journey of Faith: the Catholic
Church in the Rio Grande Valley,"
from 2 to 3 p.m. Wednesday in the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
Library's Hunter Room (L114).
Proceeds from the sale of her book,
available at the event, will benefit the
Diocese. Refreshments will be served.
For more information, call 983-7410.
Victor Davis Hanson, a professor
of classics at California State
University at Fresno and one of the
country's best-known classicists and
military historians, will discuss the
mind of the illegal immigrant on
"Society Under Fire," which airs at
7:30 p.m. Thursday and 3:30 p.m.
Sunday
on KMBH-FM (88.9).
Hanson is the author of "Mexifornia:
A State of Becoming" (Encounter
Books in 2003). David Pearson, professor of sociology in the Behavioral
Sciences Department, hosts the pro-

gram.
The Circus Chimera will present
shows at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, 1:30, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday and 12:30, 3:30 and 6:30
p.m. Sunday in the parking lot of the
International Technology, Education
and Commerce Campus. Tickets are
$10 for bleacher seats, $13 for premium seats and $16 for box seats. For
information, call 982-0107.
The
International
Student
Organization will meet at noon
Friday in the Student Union's
Bougainvillea room. For more information, call 983-7092
The Gorgas Science Society will
meet at 1 p.m. Friday in Life and
Health Sciences room 2.804. For more
information, contact club president
Enrique
Saldivar
III
at
Derth812@awesomenet.net.
The
Student
Government
Association will meet at 1:30 p.m.
Friday in the Student Union's El
Comedor. For more information, call
554-5034.
Club Cultural Latinoamericano
will meet at 3 p.m. Friday in the
Student Union's Bougainvillea room.
For more information, call Aragelia
Salazar-Figueroa at 554-5113.
The Affetti Musicali Chorale
Ensemble will perform at 8 p.m.
Saturday at St. Mary's Catholic
Church, 1914 Barnard Rd. Admission
is $10 for adults, $7 for senior citizens

and children, and $3 for UTB/TSC
students with valid ID. For more information, call 983-7945.
The Student Activities Office will
sponsor the second annual "Scorpion
Super Bowl Bash" at 3 p.m. Sunday
in the Student Union's El Gran Salon
and veranda. There will be refreshments and giveaways. For more information, call 554-5137.
The Faculty Art Show will open at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 3 at the Richardson
Art Gallery. Admission is free. For
more information, call 983-7025.
The deadline to register to vote for
the March 9 primary election is Feb.
9. The UTB/TSC Center for Civic
Engagement, located next to the
bookstore, is a voter registration site.
For more information, call the Center
at 574-6757.
UTB/TSC's Staff Senate will meet
from 2 to 4 p.m. Feb. 10 in the SET-B
third floor conference room. The senate will conduct a general meeting
from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Feb. 13 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. For more information, call Emma Cerbin-Garcia at
982-0290.
If you would like your club, organization or department news published
in the briefs section, call Briefs
reporter Priscilla Garcia at 554-5143,
e-mail her at collegian@utb.edu or
visit The Collegian office, located in
Student Union Room 1.28. The deadline for the Feb. 2 issue is 5 p.m. today.
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Fund-raising Task Force sets $300M endowment goal
By Adrian Peña
Staff Writer
$300 million. That's the goal the
Friends and Fund-Raising Task Force
has set for UTB/TSC's endowment for
the year 2020.
At a task force meeting Jan. 13, university officials said the importance of
establishing a healthy endowment can
be seen in the funding of the
University of Texas at Austin, which
receives 27 percent of its funds from
the state and the rest from an endowment and federal funds for research.
After determining that establishing a
healthy endowment was necessary, the
task force's next item of business was
the amount of UTB/TSC's 2020
endowment.
Vice President for Institutional
Advancement William F. Strong proposed having an endowment of
$10,000 for each student, explaining
that it was a benchmark to determine
the health of a university's endowment.
After about 45 minutes of debate,
$300 million was the figure shown on

the Salon Bougainvillea's projector
screen.
The next item of business was determining sources of wealth to fund the
effort. Foundations, corporate donations, alumni, local benefactors and
individuals were recorded as such
sources.
The task force was later told that
there were two types of individual
contributors: those that give immediately and those who participate in
"planned giving"-- which consists but
is not limited to bequeathing from a
will.
Associate Dean for Sponsored
Programs Suzanne Acevedo added
Winter Texans to the list of potential
individual contributors.
Proposals for endowed chairs were
also brought up. Strong explained that
the popular belief of an endowed chair
being a fund set up to pay a specific
professor's salary is false: The fund
serves to attract a prestigious professor, which in turn will attract more students as well as more money to a university.
For example, an endowed chair of

$50,000 that brings in an interest of
$25,000--making the chair now worth
$75,000--can be used to attract a
renowned professor to a campus. The
hope is that students will associate the
prestigious name with the university
and will sway their decision of college
choice and bring more money to the
university.
The task force then set out to determine the number of endowed chairs
necessary. Strong compared UTB/TSC
to UT-Austin, saying that UTB/TSC
has about 280 professors and three
endowed chairs while UT-Austin has
284 endowed chairs and a professorship in the thousands.
The next order of business was
determining the number of university
departments in 2020. The task force
estimated the number would be in the
area of 40. Harlingen attorney Randy
Whittington proposed having two
endowed chairs for each department.
After debate, Whittington proposed
tentatively setting the total at 80 until
further discussion. The endowed
chairs were to be used for endowment,
scholarships and programs.

After determining the number of
departments, the task force was faced
with determining methods and strategies to raise the funds needed to meet
the endowment goal a reality. Ideas
proposed included planned giving,
marketing, building communication
networks and hiring experts to guide
the fund-raising operation.
Another fund-raising strategy was
naming the various schools and colleges of the university after a person
who contributes a certain dollar
amount to the university.
Friends and Fund-raising is one of
six task forces that form UTB/TSC's
Futures Commission. Made up of university leaders, members of the community and students, the Futures
Commission is charged with developing the university's goals and priorities
through 2020.
Friends and Fund-raising will meet
again at 5:30 p.m. Feb. 10 at the
University Center on South Padre
Island to attract public input. A fourth
meeting has been set for March 23,
with time and location to be
announced.

Architects hear ideas for master plan
By Analiz González
Staff Writer
Architects met with Student Affairs
staff on Jan.13 to hear their "dreams"
for the UTB/TSC Master Plan.
Last November, the Southmost
Union Junior College District board of
trustees hired the San Antonio-based
architectural firm 3D/International to
update the campus Master Plan. The
architects have been meeting with students, staff and administration for input
on the plan
Andrés Andújar, senior vice president for 3D/International, said the university is "short on artwork." He suggested placing a scorpion sculpture
somewhere in the university.
The university is trying to develop
traditions that could be integrated into
the architectural design of the campus,
said Talent Search Director Pamela
Flores.
María Elena Valdés, director of the
Learning Assistance Center, said it is
important to make sure university
buildings look as alive at night as they
do during the day.
Director of Student Activities Vince
Solis said there is a need for a free
speech area that is not at the end of

campus. He said it should be located in
a central place and could also be used
for other events.
The free speech area is now located
behind Gorgas Hall.
Vice President for Student Affairs
Hilda Silva said the university could
use "places for students to gather with
staff and faculty outside the classroom."
3D/International master planner Ron
Shoup suggested that faculty and staff
offices be placed in locations that
would cause them to cross the paths
with students "so that there are unintentional collisions between students
and faculty."
Dean of Students Mari FuentesMartin said "smoking is a problem in
the university and [Counseling and
Career Services Director Deborah
Huerta] is chairing a committee that is
talking about having designated smoking areas away from common traffic."
"It is just a health concern for a lot of
students," she said.
Andújar said he noticed the smoke
penetrating into the lobbies of North
and South halls.
"[We need to create] some spaces
where the smokers can go and not be
harassed and make it as comfortable as

possible with benches and trees and
something covering them," Huerta
said.
Student Development Specialist
Eloy Alvarez said activities in the
Gazebos are sometimes too loud and
disrupt classes that are nearby. He said
students need an area where loud
music or sound will not be a problem.
Silva said that although activities
have been sponsored in the Student
Union, where they would not disrupt
classes, students insist on gathering in
the Gazebos.
Solis said this is "because of the

proximity of the classrooms."
Alvarez said the university could
solve this problem by "creating a flow"
that will draw people to the Student
Union. For students, the Student Union
is "out of sight, out of mind," he said.
Andújar said this problem is temporary.
When "the school starts developing
on the other side of campus, then the
Student Union [will be in the] center,"
he said.
The architects also are considering
plans to make the way to the Student
Union more pedestrian friendly.
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Mars, marriage and Britney: Bush's $1.5 billion isn't enough
By Joe Rodriguez
Knight Ridder Newspapers
President Bush wants to spend $1.5
billion to promote marriage, and he
wants to take us to Mars. Why not do
both at the same time? I hear the Red
Planet has the lowest divorce rate in
the solar system.
We could send Britney Spears on the
first flight with this note addressed to
the martian Ministry of Matrimony:
"Dear Minister Zog,
"Please tell us how to reverse the
damage this young celebrity did to
marriage when she got hitched in Las
Vegas at 5:30 a.m. Saturday, that's
Earth time, and then had it annulled
Monday. As a leading role model for
young girls, Ms. Spears has sent the
wrong message to millions on the
Third Planet that marriage can be fun,
quick and easily forgotten. We're
afraid $1.5 billion in Earth dollars isn't
enough for the damage control, let
alone enough to promote marriage."
I'm all for marriage. In fact, I hope to
try it someday. Marriage helps hold
societies and cultures together. But
that doesn't mean government has the
right answers for the moral questions
posed by high divorce rates or singleparenthood.
The president, or rather the ultraconservative and "traditional values"
folks he's trying to appease, have no
idea what they're up against. No
amount of government pamphlets,
billboards or television commercials
can reverse the complex cultural, religious, political and economic forces
that profoundly changed marriage during the last century--often for the better.
How do you just say no to divorce?
Quite simply, if the alternative is to
languish in a destructive relationship?
To be fair, the Bush administration is
also talking about counseling, mentoring and instruction on how to make
marriages work. But counseling for
whom?
What concerns most people and religious zealots is the "problem" of single-parenthood in general among
teenage girls, and single-parenthood
among the poor, especially among
poor blacks and Latinos.
If Bush and his friends really want to
make a difference they should help
young, single mothers become selfreliant. A good way to start is by
increasing funding for successful job
training programs and transitional

housing already being offered by
churches and nonprofit organizations.
But the personal choice of marriage is
precisely that--a personal choice.
As for promoting marriage among
poor women and the fathers of their
children, who is going to believe an
administration that has failed to promote industry and employment in their
neighborhoods and cities?
How about trying lowering their tax
burden and increasing direct assistance
to impoverished couples through more

food stamps, quality health care, and
affordable day care and housing?
The Bush administration should
remember that marriage is for the long
haul, and that a $1.5 billion promotional campaign is no better than a
quickie marriage in Sin City.
Joe Rodriguez is a columnist for the
San Jose Mercury News. Readers may
write to him at: San Jose Mercury
News, 750 Ridder Park Dr., San Jose,
Calif. 95190-0001, or e-mail him at
jrodriguez@mercurynews.com.

KRT

President Bush

Student Soapbox
Would you vote to re-elect President Bush?
"Presently, no I wouldn't
vote to re-elect him. I would
like to see [someone] different in the presidency."
-- Christopher Bonnet
Sophomore

"I really have mixed feelings about that.
... I think we should [re-elect him]
simply because he already has an
agenda. He knows what we want. He
already has something planned out. …
At the same time, I would say that we
shouldn't [re-elect him] because we
could get somebody else to start fresh
with the economy. … I think we need
to focus on the economy and bring it back to the way Bill
Clinton had it before."
--Armando Linares
Junior finance major

"No, I wouldn't. Well, I don't mind
the war thing because I went into the
military for a while, but he is spending too much money and we are running out of money and every day he
is coming up with ways to spend
more money and we don't have any
more money to spend so we are just
worsening the budget deficit that we have."
--German Castillo
Sophomore engineering major
"No, I wouldn't re-elect him because
he has already done too many things
and I think it is too much pressure
[for] him."
--Melinda Flores
Freshman engineering major

--Compiled by Analiz González
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Astronaut gives the lowdown on Mars
By Andrea Figueroa
Staff Writer
A NASA astronaut landed on campus to answer kids' questions about
Mars, the planet in the news lately.
Dr. Michael R. Barratt's lecture was
part of the daylong "To Mars with
MER"-NASA's Mars Exploration
Rovers," an event hosted Jan. 17 by
the South Texas Engineering, Math
and Science (STEMS) program at
UTB/TSC.
Barratt addressed about 650 elementary and middle school students from
schools throughout the Rio Grande
Valley.
He was introduced by junior Nathan
Garcia, who has been part of the
STEMS program since high school
and was accepted into the early medical school acceptance program at
UTB/TSC.
"For those of you that were wondering, yes, he is an astronaut and a doctor at the same time, which is an amazing accomplishment," Garcia said in
the introduction.
Barratt told students to look beyond
Earth.
"When you look at the earth, we are
actually existing in this equilibrium
with a solar system; we can't really
just look at the world as our home
anymore because we influence the
space around us by sending up all
sorts of debris and junk, we even
increase our atmosphere's temperature
and space influences how we live by
sending things to us, so as you guys
grow up, your understanding of the
solar system as our home is going to
grow," Barratt said.
Barratt was asked if we will ever be
able to live on Mars.
"A certainty, but it's more likely for
you than for me because it's going to
get us some time to get there, to discover what's there, to figure out how
to use it best," Barratt replied.
After the lecture, Barratt signed
autographs for students.
"Dr. Barratt left extremely happy,
since he told me personally that this
was one of the best events that he had
ever attended, and I thought it was
very special of him to personalize
every single autograph," Javier Garcia
said.
Garcia said the event's aim was to
reach elementary and middle school
kids since they have mainly focused
on high school students in the past.

ANDREA FIGUEROA/COLLEGIAN

Astronaut Michael R. Barratt (right) signs autographs for students after
his lecture Jan. 17. Barratt’s lecture was part of the "To Mars with
MER-NASA's Mars Exploration Rovers" event held on campus. Shown
with Barratt is Nathan Garcia, a junior biology major.
STEMS' purpose is to improve the
College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology by building awareness in
students to become professionals such
as research scientists and doctors,
Garcia said.
"They can become great people who
contribute to their society and they can
do it out of UTB," he said.
After Barratt's speech, there were
hands-on activities, such as a rocket
launch, remote control cars that
showed how robotics work and a Mars
lander egg drop contest at the Life and
Health Sciences building.
At SET-B, students toured the
chemistry and computer labs. Other
activities included a Mars base, where
students acted like they lived on the
red planet; stream tables put out by the
Geology Department showed erosion
caused by water flow, showing that
there used to be something on Mars
that caused these features.
A planetarium set up in SET-B was
brought from the Houston Museum of
Natural Sciences and is worth about
$120,000, Garcia said.
In the afternoon, staff from the
Media Services, Computer Science
and Distance Education department
worked together to bring live footage
from Mission Control and the Mars
rover.
Garcia said the event allowed kids
to learn analytical and group work
skills, engineering and science concepts and a chance to see the community within the university work together to provide a service. Garcia also

said kids need to recognize that scientists and engineers are needed in the
future.
Preparations for the event started

last August in collaboration with
NASA and the Houston Museum of
Natural Sciences, he said.
"The whole idea was to get live
footage of the Mars rover and build an
event around it," Garcia said.
Teachers and students left the campus inspired by the event.
"Twenty to 30 years from now when
this Mars mission is complete … they
will have their own school-age children and they will share their memory
of participating in events that celebrated the beginning of the mission,"
Patricia Sandoval, a fifth-grade
teacher from Landrum Elementary
School in San Benito, wrote to Garcia
in an e-mail dated Jan. 19.
Garcia said there are plans for similar events.
"We do hope to have other events
similar to this one in the future; we are
building up even more of our partnerships with NASA and with other nonprofit organizations and other sciencerelated organizations and we're hoping
to increase the awareness of what
UTB has to offer," Garcia said.

Faculty art show starts Feb. 3
UTB/TSC's Patron of the Arts program will kick off the Richardson
Gallery spring semester with an exhibition of paintings and sculpture by
faculty. The opening reception will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 3. The show
will continue until Feb. 26.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to noon
and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday. On Tuesday and Thursday,
the gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m.
Each of the faculty artists enjoys an
excellent regional and national reputation. Carlos Gómez most recently presented his work in a two-man show
with renowned Chicano artist Cesar A.
Martinez. The rich colors and sensuous
textures of his paintings reflect the
Chicano/Mexicano, Indigena point of
view.

George Lorio's biomorphic-shaped
sculpture are represented by the
Addison-Ripley
Gallery
in
Washington, D.C., the Eve Mannes
Gallery in Atlanta and the AlbertsonPeterson Gallery in Winter Park, Fla.
These wood sculptures amaze the
viewer with the complexity of their
seemingly impossible twists and turns.
Nancy Sclight's sculpture is part of
the permanent collection of the State
Museum of Guanajuato, the Ceramics
Cooperative of Imola, Italy, and Centro
Sperimentale, Switzerland. Her elegant, abstract ceramic and stone works
move the spirit while evoking the elements of nature.
Admission to the gallery is free. For
further information, call 983-7097 or
e-mail gallery@utb.edu.

Enrollment
Continued from Page 1

with three weeks of late registration
conducted by phone, via the Internet or
in person.
"I think that replacing arena registration with three more weeks of open registration helped to increase the number
of students enrolled for spring semester," Fossen said. "Students had an
opportunity to do more advance planning, which increases the probability of
See ‘Enrollment,’ Page 12

Enrollment Management.
"This is due in part to the fact that we
had about a 7 percent increase in the
fall, which carried over to the spring.
Also, we encouraged our students to
register early and many of them did."
This semester UTB/TSC replaced its
traditional one-day arena registration
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No sun, but lots of fun during Welcome Week
By Lorena Cruz
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
Betty Becerra was losing a lot of
money, but it didn't faze her.
"I just lost $1,500 playing blackjack," said Becerra, a counselor with
Career Services and Counseling, as
she participated in Beach Blanket
Casino Night last Wednesday.
Becerra was among 50 students,
staff and faculty trying their luck at the
blackjack and roulette tables. Of
course, the money was not real.
Casino Night, held in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón, was just one of
many Welcome Week events for new
and returning students. The theme was
Aloha Scorpions. Campus offices
were decorated with a Hawaiian theme
and students were handed leis and
water bottles, along with free refreshments throughout the week.
At Beach Blanket Casino Night,
gamblers bid for bucket hats,
UTB/TSC stickers, picture frames,
wallets, ID holders, towels and hooded sweatshirts with their "winnings."
James Vogelsang, a computer information systems junior, was lucky at
the gambling tables.
"I won $150 playing blackjack,"
Vogelsang said early in the event.
Other students had a stroke of bad
luck, losing hundreds of dollars in
chips in a matter of minutes.
On the first class day last Tuesday,
students were encouraged to make colorful bead Hawaiian bracelets as they
flocked to information tables in the
Endowment Courtyard for directions.
"They asked us where was the
Student Union or where was North
and South," Karla Treviño said about
the students who flocked to the info
tables. Treviño, a senior government
major who works as an orientation
leader for the Dean of Students Office,
was one of many volunteers for
Welcome Week activities.
Students liked the Hawaiian theme.
"I think it's kind of unique compared
to other semesters," said junior biology major Rebeca Guerrero as she
made a bracelet.
Student organization representatives
recruited members during Wednesday
Surf's Up Join a Club Day at the
Gazebos. Clubs that participated
included the Catholic Campus
Ministry,
International
Student
Organization,
Club
Cultural
Latinoamericano, Sigma Psi Delta,
Anime Club, Criminal Justice

Association and Student Government
Association.
The rainy weather didn't seem to
curb students' enthusiasm.
"It [would] start drizzling and students would go into the buildings but
then when it stopped, students would
come out again," Treviño said.
Students also celebrated Chinese
New Year Thursday by wearing oriental attire and serving fortune cookies,
egg rolls and green tea.
Welcome Week closed Friday with
the Cowabunga Luau and Pep Rally at
the Village at Fort Brown.

CHRIS AGUILAR/COLLEGIAN

Above: Juan Paulo Cantu, a junior criminal justice
major and member of the Catholic Campus
Ministries, helps to recruit members and starts an
early celebration Wednesday of the Chinese New Year.
Left: Junior criminal justice major Jorge Piña and
junior education major Maribel Muñoz show off their
arts and crafts skills while making Hawaiian bracelets
in the Endowment Courtyard.
Below: Senior art major and Teatro Laberinto president Mauricio Saenz (left) talks about the theater
company to senior art major Adan M. Duarte (center)
and social work major Nina Tovar.
MARIA DURÓN/COLLEGIAN
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Debra Ann Perez, administrative
secretary for the Dean of Students
Office, decorates a table in preparation for Join a Club Day, which
was held Wednesday at the
Gazebos.
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Students make a difference as volunteers
By Arath Lopez
Staff Writer

After only three days as volunteers,
eight students already are making a
difference at the UTB/TSC Center for
Civic Engagement.
As of press time Thursday, the volunteers had helped about 100 fellow
students register to vote.
The students are volunteering 10
hours per week this semester at the
Center, which is trying to raise the
quality of life of the residents of the
community with the help of UTB/TSC
students, staff and faculty. With eight
students volunteering this semester,
the Center hopes to create community
leadership, civic responsibility and
family development.
On Jan.14, Interim Director Joseph
Zavaletta and the eight volunteers met
to determine the actions they will perform during the voting registration
period, which ends Feb. 9.
The volunteers are seniors Patricia
Barrera, an art major; Maria del
Socorro Avalos and Adam Sovkoplas,
both music majors; Gayatari

COURTESY PHOTO

Joe Lee Rubio (from left), Patricia A. Barrera, Adam Sovkoplas, Gayatri
Nandigam, Maria del Socorro Avalos, Margo. Salas and Alex Salinas are
volunteering this semester at the Center for Civic Engagement.
Nandigam computer science major;
Margo Salas, math major; and Alex
Salinas, business major; also, juniors
Joe Lee Rubio, a business administration major, and Ernesto Infante, a biology major.
The Center's goal is to reach at least
7,000 students within the first weeks

of school and to get at least 500 new
registered voters, something never
done before. The volunteers and
Center staff have been deputized for
this purpose.
They have tables placed in Tandy
Hall, SET-B and at the International
Technology,
Education
and

Commerce Campus, where students
can register to vote. Volunteers also
are handing out fliers to students or
placing them on windshields; e-mails
are being sent to students, encouraging
them to register to vote and to receive
more information by visiting the
Center's Web page (www.civicengagement.com).
"So far, we have close to 100 new
registered voters," Zavaletta said
Thursday. "The scholars are really
helping out in reaching the goal."
To register to vote, applicants must
be U.S. citizens, at least 18 years old,
and must present a valid ID.
With the primary election set for
March 9 and national elections in
November, the Center is aiming to
inform voters and increase their participation. It will sponsor meetings
with local candidates.
But voter registration isn't their sole
job. During the semester, the volunteers will spend time in the Buena
Vida neighborhood helping with a
community garden and tutoring in art,
math, music and computer science.
The scholars will also work in the Boy
See ‘Civic,’ on next page

Voting flaws unfixed in many states, report says
By Frank Davies
Knight Ridder Newspapers
WASHINGTON--Many of the voting
flaws that marred the last presidential
election still exist and new electronic
balloting systems designed to correct
those flaws have problems of their own,
a report released Thursday warned.
Starting Tuesday in New Hampshire,
millions of voters will cast ballots in
primaries and other elections on equipment that's either largely untested or
that proved unreliable in 2000, the
report by the Election Reform
Information Project found.
In 22 states, many voters still will use
punch cards ballots, the cause of many
problems in 2000. The report said the
states haven't replaced the machines
because only $650 million of $3.9 billion Congress authorized to help them
buy new machines has been sent out.
Ohio is sticking with punch cards for
at least one more election because
Secretary of State Kenneth Blackwell
released a study last month identifying
57 potential security problems in electronic machines, the report noted.
The report cited problems from the

lack of a paper printout from computerized voting machines. California,
Nevada and Oregon require voter-verified paper audit trails that can be used in
contested elections, but other states do
not.
Doug Chapin, the director of information for the project, noted in an interview that the lack of a paper trail
already has created a dispute in a special election for state representative in
Florida. The margin of victory in that
election earlier this month was only 12
votes. No votes were recorded for 134
voters in the race, however. With no
paper printout, a manual recount
required by state law couldn't check the
ballots.
Rep. Robert Wexler, a Florida
Democrat, is suing state and local election officials to require paper printouts.
Democratic Senators Bob Graham of
Florida and Hillary Rodham Clinton of
New York have introduced bills in
Congress to require paper trails on all
electronic systems.
The report cited other quirks and
potential pitfalls of the upcoming election season:
--In South Carolina, the Feb. 3 primary is run by the Democratic Party,

and to save money the party is using
old-fashioned paper ballots, to be
counted by hand. Expect a late count
and the potential for disputes.
"We don't count by hand--the party is
doing this on its own," said Hannah
Majesky, a spokeswoman for the state
elections department.
--In Michigan, Democrats are encouraging higher turnout in the Feb. 7 primary by allowing Internet voting in
addition to more traditional methods.
Party officials said they'd cleared up
any potential security problems, but
computer experts warned the Pentagon
on Wednesday to abandon a $22 million
experiment in online voting this year for
troops overseas because of security
risks.
--Antiquated lever machines, which
aren't made anymore, will be used in
primaries March 2 in New York state
and Connecticut. Breakdowns have
plagued the machines in New York City
in recent elections.
Some of the changes voters will experience this year have nothing to do with
machinery. The 2002 federal law, for
example, requires states to ask firsttime voters who registered by mail to
provide identification.

That may sound routine, but many
states haven't had any kind of identification requirement before. Seven primary states have more stringent identification procedures this year:
Connecticut, Florida, Louisiana,
Missouri, South Carolina, Tennessee
and Virginia.
"If there are a lot of new voters in the
primaries--college students, for example, with different residences--there
could be confusion," Chapin said.
To make the process smoother and
prevent fraud, the federal law requires
uniform, statewide registration databases. Because federal money has been
slow in coming, 41 states are seeking a
delay of that mandate until 2006. The
states that haven't sought the waiver are
Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii,
Kentucky, Minnesota, South Carolina,
South Dakota and West Virginia.
The 22 states that will use punch
cards in some jurisdictions are
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia
and Wyoming.
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Club Spotlight
Name: Toastmasters Club 1092
Purpose: To improve communication and leadership skills that foster self-confidence and personal
growth.
Established: December 1999
President: Vicenta Fernandez
Vice President for Education:
Briza Banda
Vice President for Membership:
Maria Fernandez
Vice President for Public
Relations: Andres Garcia
Secretary: Irma Guzman
Treasurer: Frank Layton
Sergeant at arms: Norma
Medina

Sponsor: Paula Garcia
Community Service: The club
participates in the KMBH television
and radio campaigns, helps with
"Symphony in the Park" and other
events on campus and provides toys
for needy families.
Meetings: 6 p.m. on the first and
third Fridays of the month in the
SET-B third floor conference room.
Requirements:
Must
be
UTB/TSC student, faculty or staff.
For more information: Call
Paula Garcia at 983-7326.
--Compiled by Priscilla Garcia
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Civic
Continued from previous page
Scouts program and the Boys and
Girls Club.
Most of the volunteers have previous experience.
Rubio has been involved in community service through beach cleanups,
reforestation and Texas Parks and
Wildlife Service events. He is a master
naturalist and master gardener.
"Everybody should be involved in
their community," Rubio said. "Your
community does a lot for you as you
are growing up and I think it is time to
give back to the community. You
always make a difference, even if you
don't notice it right away."
Barrera, who is graduating this
spring semester, said, "I have gotten a
lot of things from UTB/TSC and this
is a way to give back for all I have
received."
Avalos was a volunteer during
national elections in Puebla, Mexico.
"I enjoy helping people and doing
something for the community," she
said. [Volunteering] will help you to
be more secure in your life."
Sovkoplas is an Eagle Scout and has
participated in various community
service activities.

"I would like to make a difference
and to contribute to the community in
any way I can," Sovkoplas said. "This
is an opportunity to educate and
enlighten people, giving them the
information they need so they can
make a difference."
Nandigam is volunteering for the
first time.
"I expect to help students and the
community; to make some changes,"
Nandigam said. "It is a good experience and it is very helpful."
While in high school, Salas volunteered at the hospital.
"I would like to help children from
the community since I already have
some experience," Salas said.
In exchange for volunteering, each
scholar will receive a $1,000 scholarship for the spring semester through
the Houston Endowment.
To become student scholars, applicants must be upper-division students
with a GPA of 3.0 or higher, be able to
volunteer 10 hours a week and have
no other income.
Zavaletta said more scholarships are
available but not enough students are
applying. The deadline to apply for
Fall 2004 is Feb. 4. Applications can
be made in person at the Center or
online.

Plaza Square
Motor Lodge

COURTESY PHOTO

Officers of the Toastmasters Club include (front row, from left)
Vicenta Fernandez, president; Briza Banda, vice president for education; and Maria Fernandez, vice president for membership.
Second row: Norma Medina, sergeant at arms; Andres Garcia, vice
president for public relations; and Irma Guzman, secretary.

“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME”

Large Meeting Area
Pool, Restaurant & Lounge
Free Coffee & Snack for Breakfast
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates Available
24/7 Security
Refrigerator/Microwave/Hot Plates
Free Local Calls
Fax and copying services
10 percent discount with university ID

Brownsville Women’s Clinic

Physicians Certified by the American Board of Obstetrics & Gynecology

“Complete Care for Every Stage of a Woman’s Life”

F. Javier Del Castillo, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Ramiro Munoz, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Phone
Answered
24 Hours

Vikki Presas, R.N., W.H.N.P.

350-0007

100-B E. Alton Gloor Blvd. Ste. 150 • Brownsville, TX 78526

Rooms From

$2900 SPECIAL

Beautiful, tropical courtyard setting
Contact Information

Advertise in The Collegian.
Call 554-5143 for the details.

Phone: (956) 546-5104
Fax: (956) 548-0243
E-Mail: arvintucker@aol.com

2255 Central Blvd.
Brownsville,Texas 78520
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'Glorious feeling' pervades Jacob Brown Auditorium
By Adrian Peña
Staff Writer

Gene Kelly himself would have lauded the efforts of a handful of individuals who enthralled a Brownsville audience with the stage version of one of
his most famous musicals.
"Singin' in the Rain," presented by
Candlewood and Mainstage, was performed Jan. 16 at the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. The musical is based on
the 1952 MGM film of the same name
starring Kelly.
The story of "Singin' in the Rain" has
its roots in revolutionary Hollywood
when "talking pictures" invaded the
cinema. Not wanting to be left in the
dust with the release of Warner
Brothers'
"The
Jazz
Singer,"
Monumental Pictures turns to its leading couple of Don Lockwood and Lina
Lamont to star in the studio's first talking film.
Jumping onto the talkie bandwagon
isn't a bad idea for the studio; however,
Lina's speaking voice is more akin to a
hoarse cat than that appropriate for the
big screen. As a result, the couple's
starring roles in the studio's new musical "The Dancing Cavalier" is made all
the more difficult.

STAFF

Don, played by
School District,
Jason Guy, and his
was
impressed
best friend Cosmo
with the rain.
Brown, played by
"I loved it,"
Michael
Kirsch,
Perez said. "The
devise a plan to save
rain was beautithe ailing film by
ful."
dubbing Lina's voice
The new musiwith that of aspiring
cal, "The Dancing
Broadway performer
Cavalier," is a sucKathy Selden, porcess and Lina's
trayed by Kelly
fans clamor all the
Shook,
who
more for her mag“Singin’
in
the
Rain”
becomes Don's love
nificent
singing
interest, thus thickening the plot. voice. Kathy, is exploited in the
Relishing in the “glorious feeling” of process and is manipulated into dubbeing smitten, Don takes to the streets bing Lina's voice in all succeeding
on a rainy night and sings and dances films. Cosmo and Don realize their
his way into the audience's heart.
mistake and turn the tables on Lina at a
The musical's title dance number was ceremony when the audience asks for
made more memorable when rain Lina to sing. Both Cosmo and Don
poured onstage and a dancing Don
Lockwood swung from a lamp post
and frolicked about with his umbrella.
As the curtains drew to conclude the
scene, waves of applause rolled from
the audience.
"Everybody remembers that scene,"
said José Martín, provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs.
Fernando Perez, secondary social
studies specialist for the Brownsville

Spring 2004

SENATE

GENERAL STAFF MEETING
Friday
February 13, 2004
SET-B LECTURE HALL
8:00 a.m. --10:30 a.m.
Meet with Staff Senate Representatives
Keep informed and get involved!!
OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION
This meeting is scheduled to offer an opportunity to discuss
issues that affect you as a staff member of the university.
Attendance: LIMITED TO CLASSIFIED STAFF MEMBERS, ADMINSTRATORS
AND SUPERVISORS BELOW THE DIRECTOR LEVEL.

force Kathy to comply with supplying
the voice and pull the curtains up while
Lina is singing, showing everyone that
Kathy is the true face behind the voice.
Audience members were happy
about seeing the production in
Brownsville.
"It's
good
culturally
for
Brownsville," said Pace High School
journalism teacher Stephen Shull.
The Arts and Entertainment Season's
next performance will be the Glenn
Miller Orchestra on Feb. 7. Tickets are
available at the Fort Brown Memorial
Center office. Ticket prices are $50
orchestra, $40 floor center, $25 floor
left and right and $12 for balcony seats.
Discounts rates are available for university employees and students as well
as for senior citizens age 60 and older.
For more information, call 983-7944.
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Mesa directiva del Sistema UT nos visita
Por Sonia Mejía
Editora del Collegian
La mesa Directiva del Sistema
Universidad de Texas visitará el campus de UTB/TSC el tres y cuatro de
febrero para su junta trimestrtal.
"Les gusta visitar todas las universidades que ellos ayudan a proveer y
reglamentar", dijo William Strong,
vicerector de avance institucional.
"Ellos tienen mucho interés en ver el
inmueble y ver lo que estamos haciendo".
La última visita de la junta al campus tuvo lugar en el Otoño de 1997 y
ahora, con tan sólo una semana antes
de su visita, una 'enorme' y elaborada
preparación está llevándose a cabo.
"El evento más importante para el
cual nos estamos preparando será la
tarde en que los miembros de la mesa
directiva estarán aquí", dijo Strong.
"Tendremos una gran cena en el
Auditorio Jacob Brown que será para
600 personas--los miembros de la

mesa directiva, presidentes de otras
universidades, funcionarios e invitados".
Strong dijo que ve la cena como una

"Ellos son las personas
principales que deciden
acerca de los presupuestos, los edificios y
toda clase de fondos para
nuestra universidad".
--William Strong,
Vicerector de Avance
Institucional
oportunidad para mostrar a los miembros de la mesa directiva porque
UTB/TSC es "la mejor inversión en

Reparación de la Unión Estudiantil

Texas".
"Ellos son las personas principales
que deciden acerca de los presupuestos, los edificios y toda clase de
fondos para nuestra universidad", dijo
él. "En la cena, tenemos una oportunidad de contar nuestra historia".
Varios líderes estudiantiles acompañarán a los miembros de la junta
durante la cena.
"[La rectora Juliet V. García] sabe
que nuestros estudiantes son nuestra
mayor cualidad para causar una buena
impresión a los visitantes", dijo
Strong. "Ellos son los mejores embajadores de nuestro trabajo aquí".
A la vez, hay eventos planeados para
ayudar a entretener a las personas que
viajan con los miembros de la junta.
"También nos preparamos para
entretener a sus cónyuges porque
cuando los miembros de la junta nos
visitan, sus cónyuges también lo
hacen y no tienen mucho que hacer",
dijo él. "Tenemos una tarde en México

para aquellos que quieran participar".
Aún cuando algunos creen que la
instalación de la señalización en el
campus es en preparación para la visita de los miembros de la junta, Strong
dijo que no lo es.
"Hemos estado trabajando en ello
por algún tiempo", dijo él. "Sólo
sucede que coincidió".
La preparación para la visita costará
por lo menos $20,000.
"Cada vez que tienes una cena para
600 personas, resulta caro", dijo
Strong. "La pregunta no es cuanto va a
costar, sino lo que podemos ganar al
tener esta oportunidad de contar nuestra historia".
"Cuando se entiende que los miembros de la junta tienen mucho que ver
con proveernos con el edificio de
Negocios y Educación de $26 millones, cualquier inversión que hagamos en su visita es mínima comparada con los beneficios que podemos
obtener a largo plazo".

Estudiante de Hoy
Por Lorena Cruz
Editora de Tiempo Nuevo

MARÍA DURÓN/COLLEGIAN

Danny Lansford sella el canalón en el tejado de la Unión
Estudiantil mientras es observado por Leroy Vásquez (izquierda) y
Alfred Cisneros, encargado de la compañía Rain King de Victoria,
Texas.

Anúnciate en El Collegian.
Llama al 554-5143 para precios y
fechas límites.

Nombre: Pamela Rains
Edad: 29 años
Promedio: 3.5
Carrera: Licenciatura en
Ciencias de la Educación,
Universidad Texas A&MCommerce (1999). Dio clases en
la Preparatoria Cooper por un
año y en la Preparatoria San
Benito por tres años antes de
regresar a la universidad para
cambiar de carreras.
Especialidad: Terapia
Respiratoria
Clasificación: Primer año en el
programa
Reconocimientos: Lista
Nacional del Decano
Pasatiempos: Baloncesto y
atletismo
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? "Cambiar mi campo
profesional de estudios".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a
futuro? "Ser un terapeuta respiratorio".
Si pudieras cambiar algo de
la universidad, ¿Qué harías?
"Disponibilidad de estacionamiento".
Anécdota:"El verano pasado

me fui de vacaciones a Cozumel
en México y en el primer día casi
me quebré una pierna porque
tuve un accidente en una motocicleta, así que no pude ir a nadar
ni hacer nada de lo que había
planeado ya que mis lesiones
eran de cuidado. Al día siguiente,
un huracán azotó y nos tuvimos
que quedar en el hotel. Cuando
íbamos a regresar nuestro vuelo
se retrasó ya que el huracán iba
hacia donde nosotros estábamos
destinados".
Read the English version of
"Estudiante de Hoy" in The
Collegian Online at
www.utb.edu/collegian/
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U-mix opens stand in Tandy Hall
By Andrea Figueroa
Staff Writer
A new U-mix is now operating at
Tandy Hall as part of the services
offered in the Info Shop.
The stand opened on the first day of
classes, selling students, faculty and
staff a variety of coffee, frozen coffee
and smoothie drinks. Pastries also are
being sold and other snacks such as
nachos and hot dogs will be available
later.
Later on customers will be able to
place orders for food from the U-mix
concession inside the bookstore, said
owner Ernesto Escudero.
Enrollment
Continued from Page 5
them accomplishing their educational
goals.
Feb. 4 is the official record day for
reporting enrollment figures to the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board.

Visit The Collegian Online at
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/

Business hours are 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Thursday, with a
possible extension to 7:30 p.m. if student traffic is heavy enough. On
Fridays, the stand is open from 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Linda Fossen, associate vice president for Enrollment Planning, said the
new service will give students the feeling of being in an Internet Café while
registering for classes and accessing
other online services at the Info Shop.
"The reason that we decided to
invite U-mix to be part of our Info
Shop was because we wanted our students to feel comfortable, relaxed,"
Fossen said.

Regents
Continued from Page 1
as an opportunity to show the regents
why UTB/TSC is "the best investment
in Texas."
"These are the primary people who
decide about budgets and buildings
and all sorts of funding for our university," he said. "At the dinner, we have
an opportunity to tell our story."
Although some believe the recent
installation of signage on campus is in
preparation for the regents' visit,
Strong said it was not.
"We've been working on that for

some time," he said. "It just happened
to coincide."
Preparation for the visit will cost at
least $20,000.
"Every time you have a dinner for
600 people, it will get expensive,"
Strong said. "The real question is not
how much it is going to cost, but what
do we stand to gain by having this
opportunity to tell our story.
"When you understand that the
regents have a great deal to do with
providing us with the $26 million
Business and Education building,
whatever investment we make in their
visit is tiny compared to the benefits
that we get down the road."

Brownsville Coffee Shop #2

Help Wanted
Job # 110 Telemarketing Sales. Communication Skills.
Job # 129 Manager Trainee. Organized.
Job # 130 Facility Director. Degreed.
Job # 131 User Help Specialist. Computer Skills.
Job # 137 P/T Customer Service. Flexible schedule.
Job # 148 Mystery Shopper. Various markets.

For more information, visit
the Counseling & Career
Services Department in
Tandy Hall 205 or call 544-8292.

OPEN

24 HOURS

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner
542-9650
3230 International Blvd.

Brownsville, Texas

